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In October 1517, one man stood up against the corruption of the
church and called people to repentance. He nailed his ‘95 Theses’
to a church door. His actions changed the face of Europe.

Who was
Martin Luther?
Martin Luther was a learned monk. For
years he studied the Bible and followed the
teachings of the church – he was fervent in
his study.
Later he commented, ‘If anyone could have
earned heaven by the life of a monk, it was I.’

The Need For Change
Luther became disillusioned and discouraged by the immorality and the corruption in the
church. As a result, he returned back to university, eventually becoming a professor of
theology.
Through his return to the Bible, Luther came to realise that Christians are saved through
faith and not through their own efforts.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God”. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV)
He also wanted the people to be able to read the Bible in their own language. Both of
these things turned him against many of the major teachings of the church at that time.

Change Made Possible
Due to his affront to the established church, Luther
was brought before religious tribunals and urged to
renounce his teachings.
However, Luther was firm in the Bible’s message,
and said, ‘Here I stand, I can do no other, so
help me God’.
“ … I know whom I have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day”.
2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV)
Many historians view Martin Luther as the
founding father of the Reformation which
transformed the face of modern Europe.
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His name is
Jesus Christ,
Son of God, and where He is
there I shall be also!”
500 years ago, Martin Luther faced a church that had become
morally corrupt, spiritually deficient and financially grasping.
With such challenges, Luther recognised the need to return to
the Bible.
Today our society has pushed the Bible away. Today people are
arrested in the UK for quoting the Bible or are berated for holding
Biblical views. We have a lot to learn from Martin Luther …

Join us for a meeting celebrating

The Reformation
and its continuing relevance today at

Aughton Park Baptist Church
Tuesday 31st October at 7:30pm
Guest Speaker:
Pastor Oliver Allmand-Smith
(Ramsbottom)
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